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11" "Future of Remembrance" Forum 2026
Descendants in Remembrance Culture and Educational Work

November 11-12, 2026, Study Center at the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial

This fall, the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial will once again invite relatives of those
persecuted by the Nazis, descendants of Nazi perpetrators, those interested in the culture of
remembrance, and staff members of memorial sites to exchange ideas and network with one another.
As part of the "Future of Remembrance” Forum in November 2024, we last addressed the present and
future of remembrance culture, in light of the gradual passing of eyewitnesses and current societal
challenges.

Last year, we decided to hold the Forum every two years instead of annually — in order to make room
for new programs for relatives of victims of Nazi persecution and civil society initiatives such as the
"Tent of Diverse Remembrance” (May 2025) and "Memory Matters!" (May 2026), a "Day for Relatives”
(November 2025 and planned for fall 2027), and workshops for relatives (planned for May 2027).

We are now all the more excited to reunite after two years and look forward to what we hope will be
lively participation in the 11" “Future of Remembrance” Forum, which will take place on November 11
and 12, 2026. This time, we are offering two clusters — each consisting of two individual events — on
descendants in remembrance culture and educational work: one focusing on the engagement and
agency of relatives of victims of Nazi persecution and the other addressing issues surrounding Nazi
perpetrators within the family. We have invited a number of interesting guests to each of these sessions.

The first day, before the public part of the Forum begins, features  a special program for relatives of
former concentration camp prisoners and other victims of Nazi persecution — regardless of whether
they have only recently begun exploring their family history or have been doing so for some time. The
workshop for relatives provides a space to exchange ideas with other descendants of victims about
their respective family histories and how they come to terms with them.

The general part of the Forum begins in the early afternoon of November 11. This year, our country
focus is on Ukraine. We have invited two relatives of former concentration camp prisoners from Kyiv.
Together with other relatives, they are in the process of founding a Ukrainian association for victims of
persecution (amicale). Following their visits to Hamburg in recent years, this initiative aims to sustain
and strengthen remembrance efforts. The panel discussion will also address issues surrounding the
culture of remembrance in the Soviet Union and Ukraine.

This will be followed by a panel featuring individuals who offer discussion seminars and other event
formats on Nazi perpetration at the Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial or other locations.
In addition to presenting the various approaches and fields of work, the discussion will focus on



exploring the opportunities and challenges in educational work with perpetration and reflecting on
potential pitfalls associated with it.

Public evening event in Hamburg-Bergedorf regarding the topic: “Perpetration in Public and
Private Discourse”

The question of how to deal with Nazi perpetrators in one's family has been a focus of public attention
in Germany for some time — not just since the new online tool for searching for NSDAP members in
one's own family became available. The topic of perpetration is increasingly present in books, films,
and plays, and opportunities for research and dialogue aimed at the descendants of those involved in
Nazi crimes are gaining noticeable traction. Our guests will discuss these societal developments as well
as the silence within families and different approaches to dealing with a family's Nazi legacy.

Representatives of associations of former prisoners of the Neuengamme concentration camp and their
relatives from various European countries attend the "Future of Remembrance” Forum each time. In
the early morning of November 12 , we will learn about these associations' current projects. At a later
date, we will announce which projects these will be

In recent years, with funding from the Foundation "Remembrance, Responsibility and Future” (EVZ
Foundation), various stakeholders from several German cities have launched a wide range of projects
for and with relatives of victims of Nazi persecution, guided by the empowering theme "What Voice
Do We Have?". We are very much looking forward to learning about the four different projects in a
two-part event — presented both by coordinators from the participating organizations and by relatives
who are contributing to the projects.

In the morning of November 12 , we will bring together the projects on "What Voice Do We Have?"
from the Sachsenhausen and Neuengamme memorial sites in an initial panel discussion. After lunch,
there will be a conversation with project participants from AMCHA Germany (Berlin) and the Federal
Association Information and Advice for Survivors of Nazi Persecution (Cologne). We will also speak
with representatives from the EVZ Foundation about funding for this project and the future of similar
projects involving relatives.

At the end of the Forum , we would like to give participants the opportunity to actively shape the
closing session. Using the "fishbowl" discussion method, everyone present will have the chance to
speak on the questions and topics raised, engage in discussion with one another, and draw conclusions.

Concept: Dr. Alexandre Froidevaux and Dr. Susann Lewerenz as well as Paula Scholz

Venue: Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial, Study Center, Jean-Dolidier-Weg 75, 21039
Hamburg

There will be simultaneous translation into German, English and Spanish, as well as, if required, into
French and Polish.

Note on the Space to Remember, Connect and Support: Anyone who has designed a poster and would
like to print it during the days is cordially invited to contact us well in advance.



Program

Wednesday, November 11, 9:30 am — 5:25 pm; Study Center, Neuengamme Concentration Camp
Memorial

Conference Program

Arrival: Take bus routes 127 and 227 from the Bergedorf Central Bus Station to the
'KZ-Gedenkstitte, Ausstellung” stop

9:30-10:00 am Arrival and informal exchange

10:00-12:30 pm Workshop for Relatives of Former Concentration Camp Prisoners and Victims

of Nazi Persecution: Meeting and Exchange

Moderator: Natascha Hohn, Berlin (Historical and political educational

worker)

12:30-1:30 pm Lunch

1:30-2:00 pm Welcome and Introductory Remarks on the 11" “Future of Remembrance”
Forum

Dr Susann Lewerenz (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial)

2:00-3:30 pm The Founding of a Ukrainian Association for Victims of Persecution and the
Culture of Remembrance in the Soviet Union and Ukraine

Conversation with Sofiya Lys and Yanina Martynova, Kyiv (relatives of
Ukrainian Neuengamme prisoners), and Vera Vasilyeva, Siittorf near Uelzen
(former volunteer with Aktion Sthnezeichen Friedensdienste/ Action Rec-
onciliation Service for Peace)

Moderator: Katja Hertz-Eichenrode (Neuengamme Memorial)
3:30-3:55 pm Break

3:55-5:25 pm Between Coming to Terms with the Past and Exoneration: Educational Work
on Nazi Perpetration

Input by Karin Heddinga (Hamburg Memorials and Learning Sites Founda-
tion) and a discussion with Ulrich Gantz, Hamburg (son of a Nazi perpetra-
tor), Daniel Manwire, Hamburg (grandson of two Nazi perpetrators), and
Katrin Raabe, Gottingen (Grandniece of a Nazi perpetrator)

Moderator: Paula Mitrowann (Neuengamme Memorial)

6:15-7:15 pm Dinner at KérberHaus, Holzhude 1, 21029 Hamburg-Bergedorf (close to
HIAMO Hotel) for participants of the Forum (with registration)

Wednesday, November 11 ; 7:30-9:00 pm; KérberHaus, Holzhude 1, 21029 Hamburg-Bergedorf
(close to HIAMO Hotel)

Public evening event
7:30-9:00 pm Perpetration in Public and Private Discourse

Discussion with Prof Dr. Oliver von Wrochem (Hamburg Memorials and
Learning Sites Foundation), Melanie Longerich (NS-DOK Cologne), Patricia
Hector, and Lothar Herzog (filmmakers)



Moderator: Dr. Susann Lewerenz (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Me-
morial)

Event in German with simultaneous English translation

Thursday, November 12 ; 9:45 am-5:15 pm; Study Center, Neuengamme Concentration Camp
Memorial

Conference program

Arrival: Take bus routes 127 and 227 from the Bergedorf Central Bus Station to the
'KZ-Gedenkstitte, Ausstellung” stop

From 9:30 am Arrival and informal exchange

9:45-10:00 am Welcome to day two

Dr. Alexandre Froidevaux (Neuengamme Concentration Camp Memorial)

10:00-11:00 am Current Projects of Associations and Initiatives of Descendants of Former
concentration camp prisoners

Moderator: Franciska Thiele (Neuengamme Memorial)
11:00-11:15 am Break

11:15am-12:30 pm "What Voice Do We Have?" Projects by the Sachsenhausen and Neuengamme
Memorials

Conversation with Arne Pannen, Berlin (Sachsenhausen Memorial and Mu-
seum), and a project participant, as well as with Ansgar Karnatz (Neuengamme
Concentration Camp Memorial) and Anna Stiele, Abtswind in Franconia (grand-
daughter of a German Neuengamme prisoner)

Moderator: Swenja Granzow-Rauwald (Neuengamme Memorial)
12:30-2:00 pm Lunch

2:00-3:15 pm "What Voice Do We Have?" Projects by AMCHA Deutschland and the
Federal Association Information and Advice for Survivors of Nazi Persecution

Conversation with Dr. Juliane Solf, Berlin (AMCHA), and a project partici-
pant, as well as with Katarina Gavrik, Berlin (Federal Association for Survivors
of Nazi Persecution), and Peter Pogany-Wnendt, Cologne (son of Jewish sur-
vivors from Hungary)

Moderator: Dr. Alexandre Froidevaux (Neuengamme Memorial)
3:20-3:45 pm Promotion and Future of Relative's Projects

Conversation with Jens Schley and Eleonore Martin, Berlin (Foundation “Re-
membrance, Responsibility and Future” (EVZ Foundation)

Moderator: Dr. Alexandre Froidevaux (Neuengamme Memorial)
3:45-4:15 pm Break
4:15-5:15 pm Fishbowl

Exchange of Thought and Reflection on the Topics and Questions of the
Forum



Moderators: Dr. Susann Lewerenz und Swenja Granzow-Rauwald
(Neuengamme Memorial)

From 7:00 pm Dinner for invited guests at the H4 Hotel Bergedorf



